
ACTION
This playbook gives you a range of activations (for each of the themed days) to choose 

from to implement in your workplace or school that will inspire New Zealander’s to 

think about their waste and recycling practices. The activations have been developed 

so they can be easily tailored to your audience to make them as relevant as possible 

and maximise engagement with the week. 

We will be sending regular email updates and messages through social media channels 

regarding the different themed days and activations. These communications can 

either be forwarded directly on to stakeholders or tailored to your relevant workplace 

or school. Communications will be timed to ensure stakeholders are aware of the 

upcoming activations for each day in advance so they can be adequately prepared to 

participate in them. 

INTRODUCTIONThis year the spotlight has been on New Zealand’s 

waste and recycling sector like never before. We 

simply cannot continue sending waste to landfill 

at our current rates. We must first refuse, reduce, 

reuse, repurpose, and then recycle, if we want to 

turn the tide on the current wave of waste.  

Recycling Week 2018 aims to motivate people to be 
more aware, active, and  engaged in New Zealand’s  zero waste journey.  

OBJECTIVE
Encourage New Zealander’s to be  

conscious about their procurement  

and disposal practices and adopt  

effective recycling habits in order  

to create a waste free future  

for New Zealand.
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This Procurement Monday only purchase what is made able to be recycled. 
When we buy a product we also buy any waste associated with the product. 

We are all responsible for waste. It starts with us. It ends with us. Paper, 
glass and aluminium are best. If plastic is the only option, choose types 1 
and 2 as they are the most common and cost effective to recycle in NZ. 

ACTIVATIONS
RECYCLABLE PURCHASES CHALLENGE 

Provide stakeholders with a clear summary of the 
recycling options (such as paper, glass, tin, plastics 
(and which numbers of plastics are able to be recycled 
as part of the service), cardboard, secure, and 
compostable) provided at your workplace or school and 
establish how this may vary to their at home recycling 
service. Then challenge them to only purchase goods 
today that are readily recyclable within the recycling 
streams available at your site. This heightens awareness 
about what can be recycled and reminds stakeholders 
about the consequences of their decision each time 
they purchase something.

CREATE A NEW LIFE CHART 

Create a new life chart with photographs of what 
recycled products get made into. Below is a helpful 
table that details the new life of our recyclable 
materials. Use the table to create the life chart that 
you think would have most impact in your workplace 
or school. The life chart helps make the idea of a 
circular economy a more tangible reality by enabling 
stakeholders to think about the full life cycle of their 
purchases.

Nutrient rich organic waste that can be composted 
makes up over 50% of waste going to landfill. Luckily 
there have been some bright sparks that have invented 
commercially compostable packaging. Today, you 
can circulate a list of eateries near your workplace or 
school that use compostable food serves and remind 
stakeholders to dispose of the packaging in the food 
waste/compostable bins to achieve the full life cycle 
benefits of the packaging. This may also be a useful time 
to remind stakeholders about the difference between 

“commercially compostable” and “at-home compostable”. 
While material like fruit and vegetable peels can be 
recycled at-home, the majority of compostable packaging 
needs to be processed in a commercial composting 
facility that provides the perfect environment for the 
compostable material to breakdown. Be cautious 
with items labelled “biodegradable” as this does not 
necessarily mean that the item will break down and 
decompose into natural elements that provide the earth 
with nutrients. 

Recyclable Material

Turned into… 

Glass

New jars and bottles

Tin cans

New tin cans and various other steel products, such 

as bikes

Aluminium  cans

New aluminium cans

Plastics (1) (PET) (Drinks Bottles, Condiment/Food 

Jars, Food Trays)

New Containers, Strapping, Carpet Fibres, Cushion/

Jacket Filling

Plastics (2) (HDPE) (Water Bottles, Milk Bottles, 

Cleaning Products, Personal Cosmetics)

New Containers, Piping, Edging, Bins

Cardboard

Corrugated cardboard/boxes, egg trays, fruit trays 

and weed matting.

Paper

Depends on type of paper, but can include: card, 

newspapers and magazines, and books. 

Food waste

Nutrient-rich compost

E-waste

Prepared for sale as usable raw materials for the 

production of a wide range of new electronics, 

typically overseas

COMPOSTABLE ALLIES LIST



This Waste-Free Tuesday make a conscious effort to not use your waste 
bin and be sure to recycle or compost any items that have an end of 
life solution. Waste-free Tuesday is all about raising awareness of the 

unnecessary waste that goes to landfill every day. Materials can take an 
exceptionally long time to break down in a landfill. The best way to avoid 

this is to endeavour to live as much of a zero-waste life as possible. 

ACTIVATIONS
WASTE SPOTLIGHT BIN 

Place waste in clear bags or bins and in a prominent 
location for the day where stakeholders can easily view 
people’s guilty disposal habits. This places the spotlight 
on how waste is created at your workplace/school and 
creates greater awareness regarding how quickly our 
laziness can create mountains of waste. For added 
effect, a photo of a landfill can be attached to the bag 
to remind stakeholders of where their waste is going to 
when they dispose of it in the waste bin.  

WASTE FREE BLOGS LIST

Share links with stakeholders to a diverse range of zero 
waste bloggers who are facing the zero waste goal 
head on. See below for a list of bloggers that inspire 
stakeholders to participate in the zero waste adventure 
by providing simple and easy changes stakeholders can 
make to their lives to reduce waste. Feel free to add any 
of your favourite zero-waste bloggers to the list. 

Zero-Waste Bloggershttp://www.wastefreeland.nz/https://www.rubbishfree.co.nz/
https://azerowastewarrior.wordpress.com/

https://zerowastehome.com/
https://www.goingzerowaste.com/http://trashisfortossers.com/https://zerowasteguy.com/https://wastelandrebel.com/en/

https://wildminimalist.com/blogs/news



Each year Sustainable Coastlines removes hundreds of bags of rubbish 
from our marine environment. An astounding 77% of what they remove is 

single use plastics. Their top 5 offenders are plastics of unknown origin, food 
wrappers, bottle caps and lids, plastic bags, and polystyrene/foam. Single 
use products also make up a significant amount of waste going to landfill. 

This Reuseable Wednesday, challenge yourself to create a waste-free lunch 
with zero packaging and only reusable containers and support businesses 
that produce goods with recyclable packaging or, even better, that let you 

use your own reuseable container.

ACTIVATIONS

CLOTHING SWAP 

Set up a clothing swap space in your 

workplace or school for a week. 

Stakeholders can bring in their 

unwanted or unused clothes and place 

them on the rack so that someone else 

can then add to their own wardrobe. 

Any remaining clothing can be given to 

op-shops. 

ZERO WASTE PACK GIVEAWAY 

Create a zero waste prize pack that can include a 

reusable bag, keep cup, beeswax wraps, stainless 

steel lunchbox, and steel straws to reward 

stakeholders who are making a particularly 

great effort at engaging with Recycling Week. 

For example, a prize pack could be awarded 

to someone who has the highest results in the 

daily quizzes or stakeholders who have been 

particularly great at engaging and promoting 

Recycling Week within their workplace or school. 

Check out Eco Warehouse, The Natural Co, Green 

Elephant, and Earth Mama to source items for 

the prize pack.  

KEEP CUP FRIENDLY 
CAFÉ LIST

Circulate a list of local 
keep cup-friendly café’s 
that let stakeholders use 
their keep cups instead of 
using a one-use takeaway 

cup. Use Your Own Cup 
is a great place to start 

to create your list. Some 
café’s may even provide 

discounts on drinks if you 
use your keep cup.



ACTIVATIONS
DIRTY/CLEAN LIST 

Provide a photographic list of commonly dirty containers that are put into 
recycling at your workplace or school and what the clean containers should 
look like before disposal. See the below table for inspiration:

Un-clean (contaminated) containers are not able to be processed in 
recycling facilities. Badly contaminated containers, particularly liquids, can 
also contaminate other containers in the same bag or bin. This Rinse and 
Clean Thursday, ensure all containers and packaging to be recycled are 

adequately cleaned before disposal. It’s also good practice to squash plastic, 
tin and aluminium containers to save space. Not only does this save space 
in your recycling bin but it also provides transport efficiencies. Remember, 

wash and squash before you toss!

WASTE SCENE INVESTIGATIONS

Detail, through a brief description and 

photos, dirty recyclables that have been 

disposed of in the recycling bin at your 

workplace or school but are unlikely 

to be recycled due to their level of 

contamination. Here is an example of 

a Waste Scene Investigation Form that 

can be filled in and sent via email around 

the workplace or school or placed on 

noticeboards. 

Waste Scene Investigation

Location:

Time and date:

Description of 

contamination:

Relevant 

Photos:

*Please note, a Waste Scene Investigation can 

happen any day, anytime. Either practice effective 

recycling or risk being the focus of a Waste Scene 

Investigation.

DIRTY CLEAN



ACTIVATIONS

Reflection Friday is all about looking back on the week and thinking about 
what you have learnt and how you can change your recycling habits for 
the better. While it’s fresh in your mind, Reflection Friday is also a great 

opportunity to brainstorm new recycling initiatives for your office, classroom 
or home. New Zealand urgently needs to shift from a make – use – waste 

linear economy to a restorative and regenerative circular economy. A circular 
economy will help us protect our unique and beautiful environment while 
creating new business opportunities. If possible, try and collect and weigh 
all the waste created at your site over one day and multiply the weight by 

365 days. This gives you a rough idea of the quantities of waste that is being 
produced by your site and sent to landfill each year.  

WHAT’S IN YOUR WASTE BIN? DEMONSTRATION 
Fill a large glass jar or clear plinth column with the usual 

breakdown of waste at your workplace or school and divide 

it into readily recyclable and residual waste. This provides a 

stark reminder to stakeholders of the site’s waste profile and 

could act as an important stimulus to spur stakeholders into 
changing their bad waste habits. 

MORNING TEA 

Cater a Recycling Week themed morning tea or shared 

lunch for stakeholders to reflect on the week, the lessons 

learnt, and how it has shaped their disposal decisions. 

RW SURVEY 

Conduct a survey in the workplace or school to determine 

what stakeholders found useful and any further  

education that is required to ensure they  

develop effective recycling habits.  

E-RESCUE DEPOSIT 

Set up an e-waste deposit at 
your business or school, where 
stakeholders can deposit e-waste 
(including electronic products, cabling, 
and batteries), that can be dropped 
off at an e-waste recycler. Please see 
below for a list of e-waste recyclers 
in New Zealand’s major centres that 
can potentially take the e-waste you 
collect. To find the closest e-waste 
recycler to you, simply search on 
Google. The types of e-waste a 
recycler can take will vary, so it is 
always best to check before you drop 
off the e-waste. Charges may also 
apply to drop off certain electronic 
products. 

LOCATION NAME

Auckland Abilities Group

Computer Recycling

E-Cycle

Hamilton Go Eco

Tauranga Computer Recyclers

Hawke’s Bay Environment Centre

Wellington Southern Landfill 
Recycling Centre

E-Cycle

Christchurch Ecotech Services Ltd

E-Cycle

Dunedin Cargill Enterprises



ACTIVATIONS

This Spring Clean Weekend, take the time to identify everything that can be 
reused, re-purposed, recovered or recycled in your home. Get the whole family 

or flat involved and rid your home of all unwanted items that others may be 
able to use or indeed be grateful for. Take all unneeded items to your nearest 
Salvation Army/City Mission, list them on sites like Trademe, Neighbourly or 

a local Facebook page or take it to the local clothing bin or resource recovery 
centre. One person’s waste can be another person’s treasure!

DOMESTIC RECYCLING IDEAS 

Provide ideas as to how stakeholders can 
take what they have learnt this week and 
embed it into their domestic lives, e.g. a 
recycling collage with ideas for re-purposing 
unused household items. Here are some 
ideas for inspiration:

CAN I RECYCLE THAT? 

Provide a list of local community recycling centres and companies with product stewardship 

programmes that may take items that stakeholders might not know can be recycled, such as child 

car seats, carpets, coffee pods, and ink cartridges. See the below table to get you started:

HOUSEHOLD ITEM

RECYCLER

Child car seats

SeatSmart

Carpet

EBOSS

Nespresso coffee pods
Nespresso Coffee Capsule  

Recycling Programme

Ink and toner cartridges
Check with the relevant supplier of 

cartridge or a cartridge recycler:

Ricoh

Fuji Xerox 

Brother

Cartridge Rescue

Fluorescent lamps

Interwaste
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If you have any questions regarding 
Recycling Week 2018 or the  

activations on the previous pages,  
please check out our website at  

www.recycle.co.nz/recycleweek.php  
or feel free to email Reclaim’s  

Sustainability Advisor, David Alley  
at davida@reclaim.co.nz. 

HELP!


